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Bass Fishing Hall of Fame awards three conservation 
financial grants to aid ongoing missions to preserve 

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual  
Black History Month edition, coming in Feb. 2022.

 From  
The Fishing Wire.com 

 
 SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Beyond 
honoring and celebrating those 
inducted into the Bass Fishing 
Hall of Fame, the HOF’s Board 
also focuses on its mission of 
promoting and preserving the 
sport of bass fishing. In rec-
ognition of their on-going proj-
ects in furtherance of that 
mission, the Board announces fi-

nancial grants to three worthy or-
ganizations whose efforts will 
greatly benefit the sport. 
 Fishing’s Future, Friends of Res-
ervoirs Foundation, and the Mille 
Lacs Smallmouth Alliance will 
each receive a $4,000 grant to as-
sist with their 2022 projects. 
 “BFHOF Board members Gene 
Gilliland and Casey Shedd iden-

tified and vetted these three 
groups not only for the success 
each has had in the past, but also 
for their future plans where our 
financial support can bring even 
more success to their efforts,” 
said BFHOF Board president 
John Mazurkiewicz. “The sup-
port the HOF receives from its 
inductees, companies in the fish-
ing and marine industries, and 
bass anglers nationwide through 
our induction dinner auctions and 
other fundraising projects en-
ables the Board to recognize and 

assist those organizations who 
also celebrate, promote and pre-
serve the sport of bass fishing.” 
Gilliland noted that the BFHOF 
financial aid will help fund the 
Friends of Reservoirs Founda-
tion’s ‘Small Project’ habitat 
grant program where any of its 
130 chapters can receive funding 
to encourage anglers and other 
reservoir users to work with the 
fisheries managers to address the 
habitat issues on impoundments 
nationwide. 
With the Mille Lacs Smallmouth 
Alliance, the HOF money will 

support the organizations ‘Free 
The Fighter’ billboard campaign 
around Lake Mille Lacs to pro-
mote catch-and-release small-
mouth bass fishing. “This 
outreach program continues to 
reinforce the message that the 
Mille Lacs smallmouth fishery is 
unique and extremely valuable to 
the local economy,” said Gilli-
land. 
 Taking kids fishing is the main 
mission for the Fishing’s Future 
organization. “This group plans 
nearly 3,000 events every year 
connecting kids and families with 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
B.A.S.S. is seeking nominations 
for the best and brightest high 
school bass anglers in the coun-
try. 
The Bassmaster High School All-
American Fishing Team pre-
sented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors recognizes the 12 most 
outstanding high school anglers 
in the nation. The program is de-
signed to reward young athletes 
for their performance in tourna-
ments, leadership in their com-
munities and involvement in 
conservation efforts. 
Applications for the team, which 
is now in its eighth year, will be 
accepted today through March 8. 
To be considered, a student must 
be nominated by a parent, coach, 
teacher or other school official. 
Students currently enrolled in 
grades 10 through 12 with a cur-
rent grade point average of 2.5 or 
higher are eligible. 
Judges will select up to two stu-
dent anglers in each state. These 
All-State Fishing Team members 
will become semifinalists in the 
selection of the 12-member Bass-
master High School All-Ameri-
can Fishing Team presented by 
Academy Sports + Outdoors. 
Criteria include success in high 
school fishing tournaments and 
involvement in conservation ef-
forts and other community serv-
ice activities. 
  
The anglers chosen will compete 
in a one-day Bassmaster High 
School All-American Tourna-
ment to be held in conjunction 
with a 2022 Bassmaster Elite 
tournament, to be announced at a 
later date. Elite Series anglers 
will serve as “coaches” for the 
student anglers in the one-day 
fishing event. The high school 
standouts and Elite Series 
coaches will be honored before 
the weigh-in crowd. 
“I am super excited to share this 
platform with the best high 
school anglers in the country,” 
said Glenn Cale, B.A.S.S. Nation 
Tournament Manager – College, 
High School and Junior. “Bal-
ancing school and fishing is key 
and hard work.” 
All students who compete in high 
school fishing events are eligible, 
regardless if they are affiliated 
with B.A.S.S. or another fishing 
organization. 
  
Notices have been sent to youth 
fishing directors of the B.A.S.S. 
Nation and other organizations, 
as well as leaders of state high 
school fishing programs.  
 
 Adults can nominate students by 
filling out an online form at 
Bassmaster.com/allamerican. 
Nominations must be submitted 
before midnight on March 8. 
Please send all questions to all-
american@bassmaster.com. 

Nominations 
now open for 
2022 Class of 
Bassmaster 
High School 

All-Americans 

IRVING, Texas – University of 
Memphis track and field athlete 
Cole Riddle has been named the 
American Athletic Conference 
Male Field Athlete of the Week, 
the league announced Tuesday. 
Riddle, a senior from Surprise, 
Ariz., opened the season and his 
career as a Tiger with a first-
place pole vault win at the PNC 

“BFHOF Board members 
Gene Gilliland and Casey 
Shedd identified and vetted 
these three groups not only 
for the success each has had 
in the past, but also for their 
future plans where our finan-
cial support can bring even 
more success to their efforts,” 
said BFHOF Board president 
John Mazurkiewicz. 

nature through fishing adven-
tures, said Shedd, who rec-
ommended the group for the 
BFHOF grant. “Our funds will be 
used for upcoming events focus-
ing on bass fishing that are co-
ordinated by one of the group’s 
19 state affiliate clubs. 
With these financial awards, the 
BFHOF Board has now ear-
marked more than $30,000 since 
2019 to various fishing organiza-
tions for bass fishing conserva-
tion and education projects. 
The Bass Fishing Hall of Fame is 
a nonprofit organization led by a 
volunteer board of directors and 
is dedicated to celebrating, pro-
moting and preserving the sport 
of bass fishing. Since 2017, the 
Hall’s inductees and memorabilia 
representing the history of bass 
fishing is showcased in Johnny 
Morris’ Wonders of Wildlife Mu-
seum and Aquarium in Spring-
field, Missouri, where it has 
rapidly become a popular desti-
nation.  
 
 For more information about the 
Hall, its mission, and to become 
a supporting member, visit Bass-
FishingHOF.com, or contact 
BFHOF executive director Bar-
bara Bowman at 
bbowman@bassfishinghof.com. 

Tennessee State Parks provide romantic getaways for 
Valentine’s weekend for lovers and lovers of nature
 NASHVILLE – Six Tennessee 
State Parks restaurants and three 
Tennessee State Parks lodges are 
offering opportunities for roman-
tic getaways on Valentine’s 
weekend. The options include 
dining specials and a variety of 
overnight packages. 
  
Valentine’s meals will be avail-
able at Montgomery Bell, Fall 
Creek Falls, David Crockett, 
Cumberland Mountain, Pickwick 
Landing and Natchez Trace state 
parks. Overnight packages are 
available at the resort-style 
lodges at Montgomery Bell, 
Pickwick Landing and Natchez 
Trace. 
  
“Valentine’s Day packages are 
yet another example of how Ten-
nessee State Parks offer a broad 
range of options for visitors to 
our parks,” Jim Bryson, deputy 
commissioner of the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and 
Conservation, said. “Tennessee 
State Parks are unique places for 
special times in our lives. Valen-
tine’s weekend is a special time 

when Tennesseans can create a 
memorable experience in a state 
park.” 
  

Details for each park are: 
  
Lodge at Montgomery Bell 
  A lodging and dining package 
includes a room for Saturday 
night, Feb. 12, with a candlelit 
dinner Saturday evening. For 
those who are not staying over-
night, the price for the four-
course dinner for two, 4 p.m.-9 
p.m., is $79.95, which does not 
include tax and gratuity. The 
price for the lodging and dining 
package is $228.69. 
  
Reservations are required by 
phone at 615-797-3101. 
  
Lodge at Montgomery Bell 
1000 Hotel Ave. 
Burns, TN 37029 
  
The Restaurant at Fall Creek 
Falls 
  
The new Restaurant at Fall Creek 
Falls is offering four nights of 

Valentine’s dinners, Feb. 11-14. 
Each is scheduled 4 p.m.-8 p.m. 
The four-course dinner for two is 
$80 per couple, plus tax and gra-
tuity. The restaurant offers a va-
riety of beers as well as a 
selection of wines. 
  
For reservations call 423-881-
5241. 
Restaurant at Fall Creek Falls 
2536 Lakeside Dr. 
Spencer, TN 38585 
 
Crockett’s Mill Restaurant at 
David Crockett State Park 
A three-course dinner Monday, 
Feb. 14 is from 5 p.m.-8 p.m. The 
price is $45.99 per person, not in-
cluding drink, tax or gratuity. 
Reservations are required and 
can be made Wednesday-Sunday 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at 931-762-
9541 
Crockett’s Mill Restaurant 
1400 West Gaines 
Lawrenceburg, TN 38464 
  
Homestead Harvest Restau-
rant at Cumberland Mountain 

State Park 
  
Dinner is Monday, Feb. 14 with 
two seating times, 4 p.m. and 6 
p.m. The price is $49.95 per cou-
ple and $24.95 per person, not 
including tax, gratuity, and drink. 
A selection of wine and beer is 
available. 
  
Reservations must be made be-
fore Feb. 7 at 931-484-7186 
  
Homestead Harvest Restau-
rant 
Cumberland Mountain State 
Park 
24 Office Dr. 
Crossville, TN 38555 
  
Lodge at Pickwick Landing 
  
A Valentine’s package includes 
one night at the lodge and dinner 
for two on Saturday, Feb. 12. 
Dinner from 4:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
is $30 per person, tax and gratu-
ity not included. Each room has 
a private patio or balcony over-
looking Pickwick Lake. The 

price for the lodging and dining 
package is $200, tax and gratuity 
not included. 
  
Reservations are required at 731-
689-3135. 
  
Lodge at Pickwick Landing 
120 Playground Loop 
Counce, TN 38326 
  
Lodge at Natchez Trace 
  
A one-night stay and candlelit 
dinner for two is available Friday, 
Feb. 11 or Saturday, Feb. 12 for 
$199.99, tax and gratuity not in-
cluded. 
  
Dinner only on Monday, Feb. 14 
is from 5 p.m.-8 p.m. for $59.95 
per couple, plus tax and gratuity. 
  
Reservations are required at 731-
968-8176. 
  
Lodge at Natchez Trace 
567 Pin Oak Lane 
Wildersville, TN 38388 
 

Cole Riddle named AAC Male Field Athlete of the Week 
Lenny Lyles Invitational on Jan. 
29. He cleared 5.36m (17-7.0), 
which ties him for first in the 
conference and ranks him 14th in 
the nation. 
A recent transfer from Arizona 
State University, Riddle’s top in-
door mark came from the 2020 
New Mexico Team Open (5.45m, 

17-10.5). Before coming to 
Memphis, he was a two-time 
USA Junior team member and 
made the U.S. team in 2019. 
“I was really excited to see Cole 
jump for us, and he had an excel-
lent start,” said head coach 

Kevin Robinson. “He has proven 
to be a tremendous addition to 
the program.” 
Up next, Riddle with travel with 
the men’s and women’s track 
and field teams to Birmingham 
to compete in the South Alabama 

Invitational Sunday. 
For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Track and Field, 
visit www.GoTigersGo.com and 
follow the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 


